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Literature option, Pride and Prejudice - .Jane Austen, 1813

Title (if appropriate):

Area of communication and type of text: Professional communication, letier

Subject: Myr, Collins

Purpose: For Mr. Collins to lecture Lydia Bennet on her mishehaviour, and urge her to make
amends., as he will be linked to her as a result of being related,

Audience: Lydia Bennett

Context (where appropriate):
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International Baccalaureate Form 2/WTREF (reverse)

School name:

In the space below, provide the following information:

your objectives and how you have attempted to achieve them
specific examples showing how this was done

comments on how the task demonstrates an understanding of the cultural or literary option on
which it is based.

My ohjective was to write a letter from Mr. Collins to Lydia Bennet. | based it on the character of
Mr. Collins and his pompous and self-righteous nature. | chose to do this because Mr. Collins is
an extremely interesting character, and | am guite intrigued by how Jane Austen has managed to
portray him through the use of his spoken and written language.

Mr. Collins is a ridiculeus and rude person, the author makes fun of him through his actions and
the way he expresses himself where he badly tries to hide his arrogant and selfish intentions. |
wanted to bring this side of him out even stronger through this letter which he addressed to
Lydia after her marriage with Mr. Wickham, seeing as hiseijijars especially show how bluntly
rude he is through his self-important and pompous languag

It also brings forth Mr. Collins arrogance as the letter is for a married women and very much
lecturing in its nature, though it is attempted to be hidden through the long and descriptive
sentences. Further on, my aim was very much to show how Mr. Collins brings in other people to
make his intentions seem less selfish, by stating what consequences Lydia’s actions had on them,
though it is clear that his biggest worry is how it may affect him, rather than other’s wellbeing.

A letter was the best way to do this because through it he is able to express his hidden agenda to
a larger extent, in addition to showing how he is planning on staying away from Lydia and her
family, and that she should not contact him either. Through a letter he does not need to worry
about their reaction.

The main difference between my representation of Mr. Collins and the original one from Pride
and Prejudice is that my Mr. Collins is a lot more direct and blunt in his speech than how he
would be in the novel. One of the reasons is that at the time the novel is set people’s intentions
were hidden behind a complicated language filled with sephistication and politeness. Today it
would be more acceptable to be more direct in one’s language, and my intentions were not to
hide his rudeness, but rather a ‘bad attempt’ at hiding his selfish intentions that always shine
through. That is why the language i chose is a lot more frank than jane A@‘s, but | have kept
the long and detailed sentence structure for which Mr. Collins is so famous?

The biggest challenge | faced was to make my letter sound like something Mr. Collins would
write. Especially in terms of the content, as it is not plausible that someone would write a
lecturing letter like that to a married woman at that time. Though one of the reasons why |
chose to do this was because Mr. Collin’s arrogance is capable of doing something like that. The
challenge was to make it seem realistic. The language as well was quite a challenge, as the style
of writing that would be expected is very different from the one today. | was able to overcome
this by applying a more modern language to be able to portray his character better. It was
interesting to tackle the challenge of portraying Mr. Collins, but alsc a lot of fun as his character
allows for playing around with a certain type of language that | probably would not be able to
use had [ chosen something else.



AllisonR
Sticky Note
But why are you doing this?  Do you really read the text at the conclusion of one that emphasizes Mr. Collins' rudeness?  Weren't those characteristics utilized for more specific larger purposes in the novel?
As a rather comdedic figure, I'm still not quite sure why you are doing this.  For what purpose would you connect Collins and Lydia, both of whom seems caricatures used for other purposes?

AllisonR
Sticky Note
This approach would work better:  exploring the irony inherent in the language that conceals emotions and feelings.  But I'm not sure that this will be the main focus here...


English Written Task

My Dear Lydia,

Unforcunately, Mrs. Collins and I could not help bu ]hue:allrﬁlrng about the latest
incidents ocourring upon youwr visit to Brighton, and I feel called upon to most wrgrently
adivise you to make amends to those who may be linked co your family ba any way for your
INOSE G eons behavior. | do however aclkmow]ledg’e YOourr lnmauﬂrliag'ta to Mir, Wickharm, and
Mrs. Collins amd I would very vuch take pleasure in vcoalmglraatm{]laitiinig you om this very
amniable macch for a girl of your assets. It was howsoever not a very easy decision to settle
on continaing my acquaintamce with youwr family, particularly you, for who will, as Lady
Cathrime de Bowrglh states, condescend themselves ko keep contact wich such a family. It is
not with case that I produce these words; you are afcer all a married woman at the present
time, though when the misdeed was conducted you were little but a gl’tlrﬂ at sixteen causing
great troubles for your family and those acquainted with them. How you ever could make
aovends for the repercussions of your fauley manners is mot in any way a problem one
showuld take Hg]hﬂly, and I believe it to be fundamental that you bestow the process of
redeemning the position of yourself and your family a vast amowne of time as this will be
the greacest step of eistring: the fuiure happimess of you and youwr family, and those

associated with you,

Tmlkilmg nto constderation the great extent of Mrs., Collins and vy own ]h1.ap|pimess, nmy
consclence does mot allow me to rest until 1 share the secrets of it to those ﬂ]m:c:aqp:aﬂb«lhe of
achieving an equal level of contentment, When 1 myself came o a place in life where |
found it Appropriate to select a spouse; a life parTmer if you like, there were certain
expectations as to how X showld condurct rmyself. The manner in which one showld P abowt
miarriage is a process of coureship, where there is litthe room for interpretation. No person
can take it wpon themselves to avold this process, and if they so happen to do that, grreat

measures muskt be taken to make amends, if nok, the marriagre is dooomed.

fe is most wnfloroomate that 1 have to write such a letter to a married wooman, buc brailmg the
nclhe;lrgylnrnannl of my posiclon, 1 feel iv my ducy to help any person who has been expoaedf 8]
such a faulty degrree of indulgence from birth, The morality youw keep to at the present
ooment cannot be said to be other than empty holes that certainly needs to be filled most
without delay seeing as you very soon will be leaving your family to live widh younr
husband in a household yourself will be keeping. 1 think ic of the highest nnportance that
you set yoursell and refflect over the position of griel and misery you placed yowr family
b wihem runon g off with Mr. Wickham che way in which you choose to go abowe i, that
fenelhing off Tear which mo time can remove. There (s nmuch exlpne:lcﬁ:-ed Fronm a married womman,

miore than a young girl’s mind will ever come to comprehend watil she find herself o the
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English Written Task

midst of i, and I believe myself, due o owr relationship, my situation o life and close
connection to Lady Cathrine de lB‘uD!u]rg’]h im the rEglhﬁ: situation to prepare you for your
approaching new position in life. It may be for the best of all paris if you take the most use
of the distance between yourself and those associated with you until the scandal is hushed
dlown and we cam all express anusernent onm it as an tmplausible roomor. o the end, I
sincerely hope you not to think of this as an insult ¢o you, but racher enmcouraging waoirds
on your way of bﬁcmmfnnlg a respectable woman of society, which I believe you entirely

{c:ap.azlble aof becmnm&mg,
Youwrs truly,

Mr., Collins



AllisonR
Sticky Note
There is little of substance that comes across here.  The language tries to emulate the hyperbolic style but only seems to play with it in a slightly sophomoric way.  There is some awareness of the text evident but not of the use of these characters and little that manages to get beneath only superficial treatment of the novel.
There isn't an appropriate topic here that reveals critical study of this novel.  The organization is coherent even if there is no stronger larger purpose obvious.  Language, too, is readable though the pastiche style of the letter is, again, more cartoonish that conveying meaningful analysis.
B:  2
C:  3
D:  3




